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21 April 2008 

To: Rt Hon Jack Straw 

Secrotary of State for Justice; 

Constant & Co., bailiffs; 

Association of Civil Enforcement Agencies; 

Basildon District Council 

Letter in support of the complaint 

by Dale Farm Housing Association 


Sirs, 

During the recent judicial review of Basildon District Council's decision to evict 86 
Traveller families living at Dale Farm, Mr Justice Collins viewed a video film of an 
eviction by Constant & Co bailiffs, in which a pregnant mother is seen being 
pushed to the ground and an elderly disabled person has her wheelchair 
smashed. 

Mr Justice Collins said whatever the outcome of the High Court case he would be 
calling for a rethink of the use of force by bailiff companies such as Constant & Co 
to evict families where no alternative accommodation was being offered. 

In supporting this complaint against Constant & Co by Dale Farm Housing 
Association, we urge that this re-think begin immediately. Reports of excessive 
force and dubious methods being employed were made to the Independent 
Task Force on Site Provision and Enforcement for Gypsies and Travellers. 
Moreover, in its report. The Road Ahead, the Task Force pointed out that at 
present private bailiffs have no supervising body. 

The Task Force took evidence from the Department for Constitutional Affairs, 
which had identified the need for regulation of enforcement agencies, and 
expressed the view that real change in the situation should follow as soon as 
possible. 
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The present complaint will be directed initially to Constant & Co and to the 
Association of Civil Enforcement Agencies, which exists in part to maintain 
standards in the industry, as well as to Basildon District Council, the Department 
for Communities and Local Government and the Ministry of Justice. 

Important issues are raised in this complaint, including the call for a legal 
requirement that a risk assessment be drawn up before each eviction and urging 
that such such assessments be made in consultation with those facing eviction, 
since it is their children and property that are most in danger. It goes without 
saying that health and safety regulations should in future be strictly observed. 

We urge that, in carrying forward its proposals on the regulation of enforcement 
agents, the Ministry of Justice ensure that regulation covers the actions of private 
bailiff firms evicting Gypsies and Travellers, and that a proper complaints 
mechanism be provided for. 

Yours faithfully. 


Richard Solly 

Policy Development Officer. 


All Party Parliamentary Group 
for Gypsy and Traveller Law Reform 


The APPG Gypsy and Traveller Law Reform is a parliamentary group committed 
to raising the social inclusion of Travellers and improving relations between the 
settled and Traveller community. 
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